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Abstract

This paper discusses the introduction of collaborative learning into EFL
teaching in Japan. In accordance with a shift from a traditional
teacher-centered approach to a communicative approach, there is considerable
pedagogical need for more exploration in distant collaborative language
learning in Japan. This paper describes one way to introduce the discipline of
CSCL (computer support for collaborative learning) into EFL teaching
methodology for Japanese students. According to the 1999 revision of the
Course of Study by the Ministry of Education, Science and Sports in Japan,
particular emphasis is being placed on combining receptive and expressive
writing skills into comprehensive language acts. In order to achieve this goal,
the author organized a computer supported collaborative activity integrating
Virtual Network Computing (VNC) and Digital Video Transport System
(DVTS) into other media tools designed by the author such as Chat'n’Debate,
IntelligentPad and Collaboard. This method supports user interaction, which
facilitates peer tutoring, and collaborative group learning. The author proposes
to introduce CSCL as useful language learning environment suitable for a
networked society.
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Teacher>
Ms Wagatsuma>1 reason is convenient, OK?

Ms | Wagatsuma}sa;lor suit is cute?
monden>with school uniform, we can have our school's hoast

akahashi>very pretty
akekoshi>We like sailor suit. That's valid reason
M Wagatsumad>OK, and tell me one more reason.
monden>Do you like “gakuran™?
Me WagatsumadYes, | think it's a symbol of student.>monden
eacher>Ck, stop.
eacher>
eacher>l would like you to send each of the following sentences
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Ji Kim>hi N :
inyong fum i Teacher>Smoking is bad for pregnent women

Teacher>Babies might develop mulfunction before they are b
hs. Kesailn Japan, they can smoke in many of public space
[ Teacher>Right.

. i Songdlt !
Sasamura>! admit all the rasons nonsmoker says. &nslg::a?)i;li t's bad for adolescents

Sato>We better kill ourselves. Horikawa>lf | cought. a cold, smoke is very painful

Jinvong Kim>Some of our students brought a lawsuit action
Me. Kasai>What's lawsuit action?

Jinyong Kim>for example, making smoking room better.

Ms. KasaDl see

Teacher>Do young kids smoke in your country?

e, Kasai>In japan, the right of non smokers is very weak
Horikawa>ln our faculity , the non—somoking area is increasin
Jinyong Kim>many of middle, high schooler smoke

Minseok Song>| think there are a lot of chemical mixture in t
Jinyonig Kim>i heard that the smoking rate of our younger st

eacher)Horrnble’
Satodas long as our problem , That's nothing Ms. Kasaidreally?
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